
From: Sara Cucchi <cucchi.vab@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2021 10:25 PM 
To: Mike Cotton <Mike.Cotton@floridarevenue.com> 
Cc: Debbie Longman <Debbie.Longman@floridarevenue.com>; Jamie Peate 
<Jamie.Peate@floridarevenue.com>; Sarah Wachman Chisenhall 
<Sarah.Wachman.Chisenhall@floridarevenue.com>; Janice Forrester 
<Janice.Forrester@floridarevenue.com> 
Subject: Deficiencies in DOR proposed rules 12-9 and 12D-16.002 
 
Dear Mike Cotton, 
 
On December 21 and 22, 2020, DOR published A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Rules 12-9 and 12D-
16.002 which states, "Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated 
regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing 
within 21 days of this notice." 
 
This is being sent to you because you are the only agency contact listed on the published 
Notices.  Please see the attached cost information and alternatives. 
 
Thank you, 
Sara Cucchi 
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From: Sara Cucchi <cucchi.vab@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 8:34 AM 
To: Mike Cotton <Mike.Cotton@floridarevenue.com>; Debbie Longman 
<Debbie.Longman@floridarevenue.com>; Jamie Peate <Jamie.Peate@floridarevenue.com>; Andrea 
Moreland <Andrea.Moreland@floridarevenue.com> 
Subject: Questions About DOR's Rule Hearing on January 13, 2021 
 

Dear Mike Cotton and Janet Young, 
  
1.      I renew my objection to the Department’s statement to the Governor and Cabinet 
on December 15, 2020 to “further request approval to file and certify with the 
Secretary of State for final adoption under Chapter 120, Florida Statutes, if the 
substance of the proposed rules remains unchanged upon reaching the date 
applicable for final adoption.” 

  
In the event the Department ignores my objection, what is the Department’s planned 
date for final adoption of proposed rules 12-9 and 12D-16.002 as quoted above from 
Debbie Longman’s December 15 statement to the Governor and Cabinet? 

  
How did or will the Department determine this planned date for final adoption? 

  
2.      Why did the Department not publish in its notice an invitation for taxpayers to 
submit written comments on these proposed rules and provide a taxpayer-friendly 
comment period of time after the Department publishes the transcript of today’s 
hearing on the Department’s website, to allow taxpayers to review the proposed 
rules along with the transcript in preparing written comments on these rules to DOR? 
  
I am requesting the Department allow a written comment period of 30 days after the 
Department publishes on its website the transcript of today’s hearing. 
  
Will the Department agree to such 30-day period, and so state on the record at 
today’s public rule hearing? 
  
3.      On January 8, 2019, Governor DeSantis issued Executive Order 19-11, 
addressing ethics and public trust as well as other subjects.  The Governor’s order 
directs each state agency to: “… designate an individual at his or her agency to act 
as the agency’s chief ethics officer.” 

  
What is the name and job title of DOR’s chief ethics officer?  And, will this person 
attend today’s rule hearing to explain why the Department has chosen to ignore, in 
its proposed rule 12-9 and related forms, industry standard ethics provisions 
consistent with professionally accepted appraisal practices? 
  
4.      Additionally, the Governor’s Executive Order 19-11 directs state agencies to 
require ethics that: “…shall impose clear, understandable standards that in many 
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instances will go beyond the statutory Code of Ethics for public officers and 
employees in Chapter 112, part III, of the Florida Statutes.” 
  
I specifically request the Department to have, at today’s hearing, the person who 
approved the Department’s decision to ignore this directive from the Governor and 
ignore industry standard ethics provisions consistent with professionally accepted 
appraisal practices.  Does the Department agree to have this person at today’s 
hearing to answer questions on proposed 12-9 and related forms? 
  
5.      Proposed rule 12-9.0031, “Approval of Courses”, states approved courses “must 
impart expertise” in professionally accepted appraisal practices, appropriate 
appraisal methodologies, etc., and further states these courses will be approved by 
DOR employees.  Surely, the DOR employees who make the determination of 
whether courses impart the required expertise would themselves have such 
expertise and would attend today’s public hearing to explain this rule.  Will the 
Department ensure these employees attend today’s hearing to answer questions on 
proposed rule 12-9 and related forms? 

  
Thank you for your assistance. 
  
Sara Cucchi 
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